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Herbaceous perennials should
be lifted and divided now, if
necessary. Lift crowns and pry
apart with forks, taking care not
to damage the newly forming
buds and shoots.

Hybrid tea and floribunda roses
can be pruned down to their
final height now, cutting to an
outward bud.

Evergreens, including hedges,
should be planted now. Water
when it is dry for the next 8-10
weeks.

Flowered pots of hyacinths and
narcissi should be removed to a
cool place such as a shed win-
dow until they die down. Alter-
natively, plunge the pots in a
cold frame.
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Buddleia davidii and its cultivars
should be hard-pruned now.
Aim for an even, open frame-
work or older wood, on which
each year’s wands can grow.
Give cacti their first good water-
ing after winter dormancy. Re-
pot if necessary.

Continue to sow further annuals
under glass: asters, French and
African marigolds, nemesia and
petunias. Prick on seedlings into
trays of forty.

St. Patrick’s Day is believed to have driven the snakes from Ireland. Once
a pagan himself, St. Patrick is one of Christianity’s most widely known
figures.

The modern secular holiday is based on the original Christian saint’s feast
day also thought to be the date of the saint’s death. In 1737, Irish immi-
grants to the United States began observing the holiday publicly in Boston
and held the first St. Patrick’s Day Parade in New York City in 1766.

Today, the tradition continues with people from all walks and heritages by
wearing green, eating Irish food, and attending parades. St. Patrick’s Day
is bursting with fork lore, from the shamrock to the leprechaun and to
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Almost any size of rhododendron can be moved
now, providing you keep intact the large, shallow
pancake of fibrous root. Choose a dull day and
water well for the next few weeks, over roots and
foliage. A tent of netting will help in windy
weather.

Watch out for slug damage to the young shoots of
early perennials, and trap or poison as preferred.
Slugs love a drop of beer!

Where seeding or sodding is intended next month,
prepare a good till now. Fork over bare ground,
give a general fertilizer , level, and consolidate.
Finally, rake to an even till and remove any large
stones and debris.

When the worst cold is over, March is the time to
prune grey-leaved shrubs such as santolina, se-
necio, sages, rue, curry plant, lad’s love and
phlomis. Moderate pruning will thicken the plant
but after a bad winter severe pruning may be nec-
essary. Be patient—most plants will sprout again.
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Buy seed potatoes, especially earlies, and stand them on end
in a box to sprout. Choose a cool, light place, such as a
north-facing window in a garage or shed.

Start successional sowings outdoors of carrots, Brussels
sprouts, parsnips, radishes, summer spinach, broad beans
and parsley.

Sow onions, leeks and celery indoors. Prick on celery into
individual pots and maintain a temperature of 50 F/ 10 C+,
so that plants grow on without a check.

Dress the soil around spring cabbage with a little sulphate of
ammonia to induce leaf growth.

Cut down newly planted raspberry canes to a good bud at 9
in. Spur-prune gooseberries back to a few buds to increase
fruit size and ease of picking.

Strawberries will appreciate a liberal application of good
compost or well-rotted manure.
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& 1(& &+ 7 A hardy, deciduous, early flower-
ing tree which will produce delicious apricots late sum-
mer. As the blossoms appear early in the year, they
might need protection from frost. Plant in a sheltered,
sunny spot.

& ) —Abright yellow shrub. Can be a little
garish, but nice to see some color after the long and
dark winter months. The blossoms appear before the
leaves. Easy to grow. Best planted in the sun.

* UL & *(+& —A lovely plant with its blue
and pink blossoms and easy to grow. They look beau-
tiful in a woodland setting and equally lovely in a her-
baceous border. When finished flowering ,the grayish
green spotted leaves form a ground cover.
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& I —This one is the common variety of Eu-
phorbia. They bloom for a very long time and grow
well in sun or shade. Euphorbia looks especially good
with Alliums.

/&  78This lovely evergreen shrub is best grown
in semi-shade. Flowers start to develop in late October
and bloom until March or April. Flowers in primrose-
yellow develop in the center of each rosette. Leaves
are dark green, shiny and holly shaped, but larger.

+ $ *+—A very tough and easy to grow plant.
Leaves stay on all the time, turning to copper in winter
with new green shoots appearing through the old foli-
age in spring. The delicate yellow flowers appear early
March. Epimedium are best grown in sun or part
shade.
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